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INFORMATION DISCLOSURE ST ATEMENT 

Sir: 

Pursuant to 37 C.F.R. §§ 1.56, 1.97 and 1.98, Applicant hereby submits an 
Information Disclosure Statement for consideration by the Examiner. 

, I 1ST OF PATEN TS, PUBLICATIONS. AND OTHFR INFORM ATION 

The patents, publications and other information ^ested to be^n^ 
the Office (except unpublished U.S. patent applications) are listed on Form 1449 
attached hereto. 

II. COPIES 

A Submitted herewith is a legible copy of (i) each U.S. patent application 
Dublic"ation and U S. and foreign patent; (ii) each publication or that portion which 
caused \t to be listed; (Hi) for each cited pending U.S. application, the application 
^^cation including the claims, and any drawing of the application which 
caused it to be listed including the claims directed to that portion; and (,v) all 
other information or that portion which caused it to be listed. 

R X Anv Datents publications or other information which are listed on Form 1449 
or on the P copies^of PTO-892, but which are not enclosed herewith, were 
previously cued by or submitted to the PTO in one of the following apphcations 
which has been relied upon for an earlier filing date under 35 U.S.C. § 120. 



_ * i ki u Qr U S- Filing Date 

I ) 8 Serial Number 09/21/2000 
09/666,697 09/^WUUU 

r X Because the present application was/is being filed after June 30 2003 no 
copls o the U S patents or US. patent application publications which are >hsted 
P S ottorhPri Form 1449 are enclosed pursuant to the waiver of 37 C.F.R. 
I" TsM ^o^P^ documents or non-patent literature listed on 
the attached Form 1449 are enclosed herewith. 

n This is a PCT application in the entry of the National Phase in the United 
States A copy of the International Search Report is attached for the Examiners 
fnftmation The documents listed on the International Search Report .are listed 
on the attached Form-1449 for consideration by the Examiner and for listing on 
any ^S^lttng ftom this application. Since the '^7"*^^^ 
u«« fmm the US EPO or JPO search authorities, copies of these references 
was from tne us, tru, ui or lin Herthe trilateral agreement and are 

should have been supplied to the USPTO under tne ir aierdi oy 
believed to be in the file of the above-identified application. (MPEP 1893.03(g)) 

„. CONCISE FXPLANA Tir>M ™= thf RELEVANCE (check ajjeast one box) 

A X Except as may be indicated below in (B), all of the patents, publications or 
other inflation arl in the English language (concise explanation not required). 

B A concise explanation of the relevance of each patent publication or 
oth^nterma^ liste'd that is not in the English language is as follows (see 37 
C.F.R. § 1.98(a)(3)): 

1 See the attached foreign patent office communication from a 

counterpart foreign application: 

2. English translations are provided: 

3. Other: 

C. The following additional information is provided for the Examiner's 

consideration. 

IV. P.PQSS RFFEREN^ TO RFI.ATED APPLICATION(S) 

a v The Examiner is advised that the following co-pending application(s) 

sffasszsa r Kigrsww 

does(do) not waive the confidentiality provisions of 35 U.S.C. $ 1^. 

Serial No Filing Date Miinit 

§|^^7 09^2000 3743 

V. THIS IDS IS B FiNtt FILED UNDER 

A. X 37 C.F.R. § 1 .97(b): (check only one box) 

• Paae 2 
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VI. 



1. X within three months of the filing date of a nati onal £ »pplicat ion other 
thin" a continued prosecution application under § 1.53(d) (37 c.kk. 9 
1 .97(b)(1 )). No fee or certification is required. 

2. within three months of the date of entry of the national stage as set 
forthin §1.491 in an international application (37 C.F.R. § 1.97(b)(2)). No 
fee or certification is required. 

3 before the mailing of a first Office Action on the merits (37 ' C i.F.R. .§ 
197(b)(3)). No fee or certification is required, n the event that a first 
Office Action on the merits has been issued please consider this IDS 
under 37 C F.R. § 1.97(c) and see the certification under 37 C.F.R. & 
1 97(e) below; or, if no certification has been made, charge our deposrt 
account a fee in the amount of $180.00 as requ.red by 37 C.F.R. § 
1.17(p). 

4 before the mailing of a first Office Action after the filing of a request 
for^ntinued examination under 37 C.F.R. § 1 .1 14. No fee or certification 
is required. 

B. 37 C.F.R. § 1 .97(c): (check only one box) 

. before the mailing date of either any Final Office Action under 37 OR R 
§ 1 m, a Notice of Allowance under 37 C.F.R. § 1 .31 1 , or an action that 
otherwise closes prosecution. 

i no certification; therefore, a fee in the amount of $180.00 is 

required by 37 C.F.R. § 1.1 7(p). 

2. See the certification below. No fee is required. 

C. 37 C.F.R. § 1.97(d): 

. after the mailing date of either a Final Office Action under 37 C.F.R. § 
1 .113 or a Notice of Allowance under 37 C.F.R. § 1 .31 1 , yet on or before 
payment of the issue fee. 

-I see the certification below. A fee in the amount of $180.00 is 

required by 37 C.F.R. § 1.1 7(p). 

r.FRTlFICATION 1 INDFR 37 C.F. R. S 1.97(e): (check only one box) 
The undersigned hereby certifies that: 

A each item of information contained in this IDS was first cited in a 
conation from a foreign patent office in a counterpart ore^n app. cation 
not more than three months prior to the filing of this IDS (See 37 C.KK. 9 
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! . 97 (e)(1 )). See further stateme nt under 37 C F. R 1 704(d) helow in section VII, 
if applicable ; or 

B no item of information contained in this IDS was cited in a communication 
frorn~a foreign patent office in a counterpart foreign application, and to the 
irwledge o'f the undersigned after making reasonable .Inquiry, no .tern of 
information contained in this IDS was known to any individual designated in 37 
C F R. § 1.56(c) more than three months prior to the f.l.ng of this IDS (See 37 
C.F.R.§ 1.97(e)(2)). 

C Some of the items of information were first cited in a communication from 
a 'foreign patent office. As to this information, the undersigned hereby certifies 
fhat each item of information contained in this IDS was cited in a communication 
ram fo S patent office in a counterpart foreign application not more than 
Zee months prior to the filing of this IDS. As to the remaining in ormatior , the 
undersigned hereby certifies that no item of this remaining information contained 
in ths IDS was cited in a communication from a foreign patent office in a 
counterpart foreign application, and, to the knowledge off the undet«^ after 
makina reasonable inquiry, no item of information contained in this IDS was 
EEEr?!^ in 37 C.F.R. § 1.56(c) more than three 

months prior to the filing of this IDS. 



VII. STATEMENT U NinFR 37 CFR 1.704(d) 
The undersigned hereby states that: 

each item of information contained in this IDS was cited in a communication 
from afoTeign patent office in a counterpart application and this c ^^ m ^ n ^ 
Reived by any individual designated in 37 C.F.R. 1 .56(c) more than te]rty^s prior to 
the filing of this IDS. 

VIII. PAYMENT OF FEES (check only one box) 

A . a check in the amount of $180.00 is enclosed for the above-identified fee. 

B Please charge Deposit Account No. 08-0750 in the amount of $1 80.00 for 
the"abbve-indicated fee. A duplicate copy of this paper is attached. 

The above references are being cited only in the interest of candor and without 
anv admission that they constitute statutory prior art, contain matter which anticipates 
fh inSo or which would render the same obvious, either singly or in combination, 
to r P erson of ordinary skill in the art. Furthermore, this Information D.scfosure 
Statement shall not be construed as a representation that a search has been made. 

If it is determined that this IDS has been filed under the wrong rule, the PTO is 
requested to consider this IDS under the proper rule (with a petition if necessary) and 
charge the appropriate fee to Deposit Account No. 08-0750. 
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Please charge any additional fees or credit any overpayment pursuant to 
C.F.R. § 1.16 or § 1.17 to Deposit Account No. 08-0750. 



Harness, Dickey & Pierce, P.L.C. 
P.O. Box 828 

Bloomfield Hills, Michigan 48303 
(248) 641-1600 
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Respectfully submitted, 
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